NICHOLS, JERRY
This 67-year-old gentleman with endstage melanoma with liver, lungs, lymph nodes and bone as well as brain metastases is being placed on hospice for endstage care.

The patient has a huge defect in his right shoulder involving the scapula, upper shoulder, and back; this is an open wound as big as my fist. He is in severe pain. He is not eating any longer. The patient has known about this for sometime and has denied to seek any medical care for melanoma going back to two years ago where his wife noted black spot on his shoulder during a beach vacation.

Most recently, the patient was seen at Methodist Hospital downtown where he was found to have huge defect bleeding in his upper shoulder back region, diagnosed with multiple myeloma, and is being placed on hospice now. The patient is found to have depression and requires antidepressant and also requires around the clock pain medication. He is not eating as I mentioned, lost about 10 pounds just in the past two weeks. He also suffers from chronic constipation and hypertension.

The patient is bedbound. H&H recently was at 8 and 24. He is no longer a candidate for transfusion. His albumin has been hovering around 2.3 with a total protein of 5. The patient has a KPS score of 40%. He lives at home with his wife of many years, but may need placement because of the huge wound involving his shoulder as I mentioned. The defect involves loss of bone, fascia and muscle. The patient also has a history of heart failure, KPS score of 40% as I mentioned and requires around the clock pain medication. The patient will undergo wound care to keep the wound stable. He is at a high risk of developing infection, no longer able to get out of bed and any type of wound causes severe pain and discomfort. The patient definitely is a hospice candidate given his endstage condition and is expected to live less than six months.
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